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Observations and Comments

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

@
IIFC

Iltems
2.2 National Legislation

2.8 Procedure for Obtaining
Environmental Clearance

3.1 Geographic Location of the
Project Site

Table 3.1: Annual Distribution of
maximum temperature (°C) at Kushtia
EZ

Table 3.2: Average minimum
temperature (°C) in Ishwardi Station
near Bheramara

Table 3.3: Annual Average Maximum
and Minimum Temperature of
Kushtia EZ

3.2.3 Humidity

S SuAHDUL LONSULTANT LTD.

Comments
Please include the National Air Pollution Control Rules 2022, Waterbody Protection Act, Deltaic Plan
2100, Ecological Critical Area Rules, Eighth Five-year Plan 2021-25, the Rotterdam Convention on the
Prior Informed Consent Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides, Solid Waste
Management Rule 2021.

Also include the environmental clearance renewal steps. Use a Flow Chart for better understanding
of the Environmental Clearance process

Correction the table/figure number.

Please highlight the maximum and minimum Teamperature in the table

Please highlight the maximum and minimum Temperature in the table

Not in the EZ it should be at Ishwardi Station or project area

Please cross check the figure number in the write up
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Response
Has been included in Section 3.3
and 3.4.

National Air Pollution Control Rules
2022:

SL 36

Waterbody Protection Act: There is
no such act

Deltaic Plan 2100:

SL 38

Ecological Critical Area Rules, 2016:

SL 37

Eighth Five-year Plan 2021-25:
SL 39

Solid Waste Management
2021:

SL 32

Has been included in under section
3.9:

Figure 3.1

Updated accordingly

Figure 4.32

under Section 4.14

Updated accordingly

under section 6.1.1

Table 6-1

Rule

Updated accordingly
under section 6.1.1
Table 6-2

Covered in Table 6-1
and Table 6-2

Updated
under Section 6.1.2
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(9)
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(13)

(14)
(15)

(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)
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3.2.3 Humidity

Table 3.4: Monthly relative humidity
variation (%) of Kushtia

3.2.4 Rainfall

3.2.4 Rainfall

Table 3.5: Average monthly Rainfall

over the last 10 years at Kushtia EZ

3.2.5 Wind Speed and Wind Rose
Analysis

3.2.6 Sunshine Hour

3.3.1 Air Quality

Table 3.8: Environment (Protection)
Seventh Amendment Rules, 2009,
National AAQS

3.3.1 Air Quality

Table 3.9: Baseline Ambient Air
quality monitoring data -Sample 1

3.3.2 Noise Quality Assessment
Report

SHAHIDUL LONSULTANTLTD,

Comments
The monthly variation of humidity patterns from the Kushtia station has been given.
Relative Humidity data was also collected from the BMD station at Ishwardi station and analyzed.

Please clerafiy the exact station name in the table that is used.
Highlight the highest and lowest humidity in the table

From the available data, the analysis at Ishwardi station was done for the period from 2011 to 2021.
Please again check the data period.

From the observation of last ten years data highest annual rainfall data is 1799 mm
and lowest annual rainfall data is 1062 mm. But in page no 28 mentioned that varies from 1500 mm
— 1600 mm. Please clarify it.

Please highlight the maximum and minimum rainfall in the area

From the observation of last 10 years data of wind speed, wind direction of this area, a wind rose
diagram was created by WARPLOT software. What is the time period, is it from 2011-20207? please
clear the time period

In the write up you mentioned the period from 2011 to 2021 but in the table, it is 2010-2020. Also
mentioned 10 years data but it is 11 years from 2010 t02020.

Please correct the table/figure number in the write up

Please use the Air Pollution Control Rules 2022 for national standard

Mentioned here fig no 1.3 for location map but not found in the report. Please correction it.

Use one table by showing the result of three locations. Then it will be easy to comparison with one
sample to another sample. Also use the air pollution control rules 2022 od BD government that is the
latest one.

Please add the day time and night time count like for day time 6am-9pm and night time 9pm to 6am.
Please highlight the result if anywhere exceed the BD standard. Also, it would be better if you
conduct the noise monitoring as per DoE guidelines by following 5 categories (Silent, Residential,
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Response
Table 6-3
Updated
under Section 6.1.2
Table 6-3

Updated

under Section 6.1.2
Table 6-3

Checked and updated
under Section 6.1.3
Table 6-4

Updated

under Section 6.1.3

Highlighted

under Section 6.1.3
Table 6-4

Updated accordingly
under Section 6.1.4

Updated

under Section 6.1.5

Corrected

Section 6.2.1

This rule has been used for all the
tables of air quality monitoring.
under Section 6.2.1; Check Table
6-8

Corrected

Section 6.2.1

Incorporated.

under Section 6.2.1; Table 6-9

Added
Assessment results are presented
under Section 6.2.2
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3.3.3 Water Quality Assessment
Report

Table 3.19: Baseline groundwater
quality monitoring 01

Table 3.26: Baseline soil quality
monitoring 01

3.3.7 Soil Characteristics

Figure 3.38: Earthquake Zones of
Bangladesh showing the project area
3.4.2.2 Ganges River

3.4.2.3 Ganges River at Hardinge
Bridge Station (ID-90)

3.4.2.4 Ganges River at Talbaria
Station (ID-91)

Figure 3.45: Monthly Max and Avg
Discharge of the Goral Railway Bridge
Station

Figure 3.45: Monthly Max and Avg
Discharge of the Goral Railway Bridge
Station

3.4.3.4 Tropical Cyclones

3.4.4 Ground Water System in the
Vicinity of the Project Site

3.4.5 Flow Regime, Direction, Depth
of each existing Wells (including
water level)

SHAHIDUL LONSULTANTLTD,

Comments
mixed, commercial and Industrial zone)
Correct the table no in the write up of page 50.
Please use one table by showing three samples result and highlight if any result crosses the DoE
standard. Also add WHO/IFC standards in separate column. Add the depth of ground water collection
sources
Use one table by showing three different samples result
Please correct the figure and table number in the write up. Please follow the BNBC 2020 instead of
BNBC 2010
Add the source of the information and Map

Recheck the fugure/table no in the write up

Prepare a table for water level by showing the time period

Prepare a table for water level by showing the time period

Use a table by showing the maximum, minimum and average discharge

Please address the source of data

Please Historical Analysis of Flood, Cyclone, Tidal Surges for 100 yrs as per ToR

Recheck the figure/table no

Beside the figure add a table by by showing depth of the ground water in different station.
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Response

Corrected accordingly

under section 6.2.3

Updated for all the table of
groundwater quality monitoring
under Section 6.2.3.

Table 6-16

Updated

under Section 6.2.4

Table 6-19

Updated.

BNBC 2020_under Section 3.3

Find in the footnote of Figure 6.47

Checked and updated

under 6.3.2

Added under Section 6.3.2

Tables are shown with the graph of
Figure 6.51

Added under Section 6.3.2

Tables are shown with the graph of
Figure 6.52

Added under section 6.3.2

Tables are shown with the graph of
Figure 6.55

Addressed.

Figure 6.55, BWDB

Historical analysis has been shown
for 62 years.

under Section 6.3.3

Table 6-30

Checked and updated accordingly
under Section 6.3.4

Updated under section 6.3.4

Figure 6.62

Figure 6.63
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Biological Environment. Page no 98
3.4.8 Agricultural Resources

3.4.11 Environmental Critical Area
3.4.22 Historic, Cultural, Archeological
and Ceremonial Resources

3.5 Socio-Economic Status

4 Next Course of Action

Others

SHAHIDUL LONSULTANTLTD,

No information found. Please Recheck

Recheck the table or figure number

Please add Halda river in the list of Figure 3.59. Also add information and map on Protected areas of
Bangladesh by showing the distance from the project area

Prepare a map by showing historical, archaeological site in and around the project area

Please add more information on Infrastructure and Industry, communication system, existing utilities

etc.

Environmental Modelling (Air, Noise and Vibration) should be included

a) Sensitive Receptors in the project site and influence area (communities, schools, water bodies,

ecosystems etc)

b) Gap analysis with Bangladesh and International Standard

Comments

c) Cross Check the all-GPS locations of Monitoring

d) Recheck the Source of all Maps and Tables and address in the report

e) Green House Gas status

f) Existing or Proposed Features Covering all Permanent and Intermittent Streams, Rivers, Wetlands,
Lakes and Water Reservoirs within the Area and Area of Influence (Name and Location)

h) Historical Analysis of Flood, Cyclone, Tidal Surges (100 yrs) -Only analysis on very few numbers of
cyclones in the report. Please incorporate the list of historical flood and cyclone
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Response
The sub sections under this title are
all of the information regarding
biological environment.
Updated.
Section 6.3.9; Table 6-44
Has been added under section
6.3.11 and updated accordingly.
Figure 6.78
Added in Section 4.1
Figure 4.1
Given in Chapter 4.

Result of modeling has been
discussed in Chapter 8. Detail
modeling report has been added in
Annexure 6,7,8

Sensitive receptors and impact on
them have been discussed in
Chapter 7

All-GPS locations of monitoring has
been cross checked

Please find under sections 6.2.1,
6.2.2,6.2.3

Source of all maps and Tables has
been addressed.

Added under section  Error!
Reference source not found..
Please check Table 5-3 The
classification is based on the GHGs
status.

Surface water system in the project
and study area has been shown
under section 6.3.2

Recent Cyclones has been added in
the list under Section 6.3.2

Table 6-30



(46)

(47)

(48)
(49)

(50)

(51)
(52)
(53)

(54)
(55)
(56)

Iltems Comments
i) Location and Characteristics of all Existing Wells in the area of influence (on Topographic Map)

j) Seasonal Variation of Water Table Level

k) Vulnerability to Contamination (Construction/Operation Phase)
1) Inventory of existing noise sources

m) No traffice survey found in the report

n) Community Recommendation

o) Vibration monitoring should be included in the baseline

p) for climate data you are using 2010-2021 that is 11 years. But you mentioned it is 10 years. Please
correct it in the whole meteorology part

g) Recheck the figure and table number in the report.

r) Add all lab monitoring report in Annex

s) Incorporate the list of all references

Response to Comments on Final Report

@
IIFC

Comments
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Response
Locations has been shown in the
map under Section 6.3.4 and other
characteristics and depth have been
mentioned in the write up of the
same section.
Has been discussed under Section
6.3.4
Has been discussed in Chapter 7.
Has been discussed in Section 6.2.2
Find in the last two lines of
Assessment Report
Traffic survey has been added
under section 6.2.5
Please find in Chapter 9
Updated accordingly
Find in Section 6.1
Checked and updated
Has been added in annexure
Has been added under Section 2.9

Response

Analysis of alternatives such as onsite/off-site infrastructure, proposed utilities, EZ locations/sites, Has been included under chapter 4, section 4.3.1, Table

with/without project scenarios should be analyzed and tabulated highlighting the economic, technological, 4-2.
environmental and social aspects for the proposed ES development in that area should be discussed with
the alternative EZ site layout maps in chapter 4.

In line with table 5.1 and figure 5.2, detail land use calculation with percentages of the proposed sub- Has been included under section 5.1, immediately after

project components should be enclosed in the main report apart from figure; figure 5.2.

Guidelines on environmental and social conditions in the BOQ/contract documents in section 10.8 should Has been included under Chapter 10, section 10.8.
be given;

6.3 Natural Environment under section 6 should be split into sub-topics in page viii table of contents; Has been corrected in TOC

€5 St Cossuurayri,



@
IIFC

i.  The detail approach methodology for stakeholder engagement
ii. Stakeholder Mapping details;
iii. list out key concerns of FGD, KIl and institutional consultations (along with their contact details)
iv. Meeting minutes with decisions of the consultations (FGD, Kl and Institutional)
V. The institutional consultations particularly with local UP chairman, DC office, DoE, DoF, BWDB,
DPHE, Department of Livestock and fisheries should be particularly addressed in chapter 09.
vi. FGD list should contain date and location name

@5 SHAHIDUL | ONSULTANTLTD,

Vi.
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Has been included under chapter 9, section 9.1
Has been included under chapter 9, section 9.2
Please find in table 9-2 for FGD, and table 9-3
for Kll. Contact details has been added with the
attendance sheets in appendix.

Meeting minutes has been included in Appendix
17.

Has been added in table 9-3 and all the pictures
has been added in Appendix 18.

Please find in table 9-2.

vi
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1 Executive Summary

BEZA planned to establish an Economic Zone over ‘420 acres of land at Bheramara Upazila of
Kushtia District. The construction of the zone includes three major components: i)
development of ‘420 acre land for the KEZ, ii) construction of on-site infrastructure for
utilities including roads, power lines, water supply, effluent treatment plant, sludge
treatment plant, waste management system, administrative buildings, etc. and iii) off-site
connectivity and infrastructures. According to study findings, the project would have low
impacts on socio-economy due to less acquisition of lands and other factors. Therefore, the
site has been selected for the development of the EZ.

The project and related activities, requires approval from the Department of Environment
according to the Environment Conservation Rules (ECR) 2023. The ECR categorizes different
industries/projects/units into three broad types: Green, Orange, and Red, of which the
proposed KEZ falls into Red category. In principle, the Red category project requires ‘Site
Clearance Certificate’ (SCC) through an approval of Initial Environmental Examination (IEE),
followed by Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) according to approved ToR for getting
Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). However, BEZA received an exemption from IEE,
hence SCC, upon submission of an application to the DG, DoE considering importance of the
project to boost up economy of the country to fulfill its targeted objectives to become a
middle-income country by 2021 and a developed country by 2041. Thus, EIA and ECC is
required only for carrying out the project, for which DoE already approved a ToR, following
which this ESIA has been prepared.

This EIA study follows the participatory approach and a standardized methodology from
beginning to the end of the study trajectory. Both primary and secondary stakeholders were
consulted at different layers through different consultation meetings. The study steps
included: baseline assessment, scoping, bounding, major field investigation, impact
prediction, mitigation measures, environmental management and monitoring plan.

In describing the existing condition, three environmental components: physical, biological
and socio-economic environment were assessed. The physical environment includes:
meteorology, topography, ambient noise, ambient air quality, surface and ground water. The
biological environment includes: ecology, fishery, agriculture and land resources. The
socioeconomic environment includes conditions of social/economic and cultural parameters
in the study area.

With respect to physical environment, it was found that the highest rainfall occurred during
April to October while November to March was the drier part of the year with very less
rainfall. On the other hand, the highest maximum temperature was recorded as 42° C in May
of 2014 and the lowest minimum temperature was recorded as 3.9° C in January of 2013.
The highest values of humidity were recorded as 88 whereas the minimum value was found
60. The most humid months were from June to October.

The general elevation profile of Kushtia Sadar indicates that it slides down from north to
south and ends at Kushtia-Rajbari road. Bheramara Paurashabha is 14.19 m above the mean
sea level (MSL). The highest point of Bheramara upazila is 14.67 m, while the lowest is 2.90
m. The average elevation of the upazila region is 8.90 m.
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Based on the spot elevations, the site level varies from 16.31 to 12.91 m MSL (average 14.61
m). The 100-year highest flood level based on the frequency analysis is 15.14 m MSL in 1998.
With a 1 m freeboard, the proposed formation level for the site will be 15.14+1=16.14 MSL.
Therefore, this area is less vulnerable to riverine flood. At the time of survey, the noise level
inside the project area was found very calm and low whereas, at several points surrounding
the project area, medium to heavy noise was observed.

The existing air quality of the proposed KEZ area as well as the surroundings were observed
to be good. The surface and ground water quality of the proposed area were found within
standard level. The soil belongs to moderate nutrient load with clay loam which is evident
from the analytical results of soil samples. Within the project area the predominant
anthropogenic interventions were observed as farming (vegetation and tree plantation)
throughout the year and for fishing in the river for a certain period of the year.

The Ganges River which is a very dynamic meandering river and is the main surface water
source in this area. The depth of groundwater level from the ground surface in dry season
goes downward, and depth is highest in April. On the other hand, the water table rises in
monsoon, and the lowest depth of groundwater level from the ground surface is observed in
September due to recharge by rainwater, and peripheral river water.

Utility Requirement

Power Water Gas
MW liter/day m3/day
1 Industries 26.20 ‘15,865,223 108,580
2 Other than Industries ‘6.59 ‘1,167 ‘1,164
‘32.79 ‘15,866,390 109,744

Power Supply: Power demand is planned to be met up from the following sources:

(1) 132 /33/11 KV grid Sub-Station (2x25/41MVA capacity): Grid substation along with
associated Transmission Line to be constructed by PGCB

(2) 33/11KV, 2x20/28MVA Indoor SS: Dedicated 33 KV line from Bheramara 132/33 KV Grid
Sub Station will be drawn to proposed 33/11 KV sub-station at BEZA site for availability of
power at 11 KV.

(3) 11KV line: There exists 11 KV line in the nearby BEZA site from Bherama-1 33/11 KV sub-
station at Baro Mile area, which will be drawn to BEZA site and will to be connected to
11/0.4 KV substation at project site for receiving power.

The EZ will leverage on use of solar panels mounted on top of street lamp posts for reducing
impact on environment.

Gas Supply: Sundarban Gas Company Ltd. has a plan to extend gas lines to Kushtia EZ from
Bottoil TBS off-take point. The point is 36 km away from the site. However, as gas pipeline
has already been laid along the line, it is estimated that around 5 km more pipeline is
required to connect the site to the nearest gas substation.

Water Supply: Multiple sources of water need to be utilized for the zone as and when
appropriate. For Kushtia EZ the sources of water are given below:
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(1) Surface water of Padma River
(2) Rain water run-off
(3) Deep tube well (i.e. ground water)

Surface water is recommended as the source of water supply to the zone during the seasons
when such water is available. The Padma is a potential source, a possible intake point being
around 1 km away from the site. The water level in the river is subject to seasonal variations
and will not be available with sufficient quantity during dry season which falls to as low as
35-50 million m3/day.

The project is scheduled to be implemented in 36 months in a single phase.

Natural disasters are not very frequent in the study area. Analysis of Satellite images
approves that there are no significant Bankline changes was observed near the proposed
economic zone. But in the upstream of the economic zone there is a possibility of creating
“Ox-bow Lake” as the loop joints have chances to come closer, but eventually the possibility
will take more than 50 years to take. The dynamics of bank line shifting and generation of
island char at the upstream due to erosion and deposition prove the reach unstable with
respect to morphological aspect. But the existence of stable bank lines beside the project
area could indicate the presence of less erodible materials.

The terrestrial and aquatic flora and fauna found in the project as well as study area has
been identified and their status has also been mentioned in the EIA report. The amount of
capture fishery in the area was found about 1253.36 ton/hctare/yr and culture fishery was
found 457.5 ton/hectare/yr. During the monsoon period, some riverine fishes migrate to the
floodplain area for breeding, grazing and nursing purpose. But in winter season, the
floodplain area dries up (observed during field visit) and farmers cultivate crops in that low
land area. Almost every household has a small poultry or dairy farm in the project area.

The proposed Kushtia EZ has fallen under three Bio-ecological Zones namely; Ganges
Floodplain, Major River and Teesta Floodplain. The proposed Kushtia EZ falls under two
Agro-Ecological zones namely active Brahmaputra-Jamuna floodplain and Active Ganges
Floodplain.

Apprehending the project driven impacts on environmental and social parameters, a number
of key issues were identified to assess the potential impacts and their magnitudes. The key
issues are: i) air quality, ii) noise quality, iii) groundwater, iv) surface water, v) drainage and
water logging, vi) flooding, vii) land type, viii) landscape, ix) land use, x) crop production, xi)
fish habitat, xii) fish production, xiii) fish species diversity, xv) wildlife habitat, xvi) species
composition, xvii) dispossession, xviii) livelihoods loss, xix) social conflict, and xx)
employment generation, xxi) off-site development, and xxii) urbanization and economic
development.

With respect to environmental impacts, ambient air quality will be deteriorated due to dust
generated from vehicular movements and gaseous emissions of the construction vehicles
and equipment, and alongside, noise will be generated. Due to the land development and
the construction of on-site structures, the natural drainage pattern may get temporarily
blocked at certain places by the land soil and construction debris which can occur water
logging problems in case of heavy rainfall. In addition, during the wet periods’ floodwater
may not pass through the natural ways and hence can cause water logging at the northeast
corner of the project area as floodwater flows over the project area through this corner.

o
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Groundwater is another important issue for the project. The withdrawal of groundwater,
might cause depletion of groundwater table, resulting water crisis for the local community
and for the project itself. The project area is the combination of terrestrial and aquatic
ecosystem, which includes large trees and roadside vegetation as well as lowland. Due to
land development work, all habitats with associated vegetation will permanently be
damaged. In addition, wildlife habitat in the project-influenced area will also be deteriorated
due to sand mining.

The EIA study proposed a number of environmental and social management measures to be
strictly considered during pre-construction, construction and operation phases of the
project. By assessing potential disaster, hazard and risk, and climate change issue, the study
suggested some mechanism to be followed for the project. The hazard assessment has been
carried out to identify the potential hazard associated with or inherent in the design process
and to identify possible measures to avoid the hazard along with the safety plan for
minimizing the risk. Incorporation of these measures and safety plans in design, planning
and operational procedure of the proposed KEZ would eliminate the potential hazards.

The proposed project appears as one of the key cornerstones of the country’s development
activities. Similar to other development project, this project will bring negative
consequences for the local environment, landowners and dependent communities; but
would be mitigated with proper measures, management plan and monitoring. Thus, ground
water, surface water networks, waterbody, aquatic and wildlife, land losers and dependent
population should be given special focus following the measures suggested in this report.
Alongside, the project will also bring immense positive impacts for local-regional and
national economy and socio-economic benefits for the communities. Hence, measures
suggested in this report for enhancing of these positive impacts should be given special
focus.

o
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2 Introduction

BEZA planned to establish an EZ at Bheramara Upazila of Kushtia District, for which a
Feasibility Study has carried out by the Infrastructure Investment Facilitation Company (IIFC),
an advisory body of the Government of Bangladesh under the Economic Relations Division
(ERD) of the Ministry of Finance, GoB. Since the government intends to establish EZ
countrywide, Kushtia has been selected as a potential area.

Kushtia EZ falls under “Red” category, according to the Environmental Conservation Act
(ECA), 1995 and Environmental Conservation Rules (ECR), 2023 including related
amendments. The proposed site requires simultaneously both Site Clearance Certificate
(SCC) and Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) upon approval of the Initial
Environmental Examination (IEE) and Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) study reports
by the Department of Environment (DoE). Considering the importance of establishing EZ
aiming to fulfill the long vision of GoB, BEZA requested DoE to get necessary exemption from
carrying out IEE for obtaining the SCC.

In a request letter, BEZA desired to conduct an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)
study based on a Terms of Reference (ToR) (through attaching with that letter) to obtain ECC
from the DoE. Taking the noted issues in consideration, DoE provided exemption order (vide
the Memo no. 22.02.0000.018.72.041.22.60; dated 28 April, 2022) from conducting IEE and
approved the ToR for conducting a comprehensive EIA of Kushtia EZ.

The copy of DoE’s approved ToR has attached in at Appendix-Il. In order to conduct the EIA,
BEZA assigned IIFC, an advisory body of the Government of Bangladesh under the Economic
Relations Division (ERD) of the Ministry of Finance, Government of Bangladesh (GoB) for
conducting the study.
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2.1 Rationale for the Proposed Project

Manufacturing sector of industry in Bangladesh shows predominance in export led garments
and textile industries, which makes the country as world’s second largest garment
manufacturer. However, relatively low emphasis has given to other items and export
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competitiveness of those items not explored fully. Therefore, the country during the period
of 1980s required to boost up exports of other indigenous products, which has improperly
enhanced due to absence of industrial infrastructure, capacity building, and policy initiatives.
Owing to that, GoB has provided tailored infrastructure services and business environment
conditions through establishing EPZs in the 1980s. The EPZs were used as the ‘strategic
instrument’ for attracting FDI and dealing with the shortcomings of the overall investment
climate, business registration, licensing, etc. which, in fact, were restricting smooth
investments in the country. Further, to overcome the limitations of EPZ model, new EZ
regime has been adopted by the GoB, so as, more spill-over can be harnessed by local firms
from FDI, additional investments can be encouraged within the value chains and more local
produce can be procured.

The EZ development, a zoned industrialization, is required in Bangladesh to maximize the
growth benefits of accumulation and ease the increasing urban congestion. More
importantly, the EZ will enable new sources of growth, where investor will show their
interest. In this context, establishment of economic zone has proposed in Kushtia
(Bheramara).

2.2 Scope of the Study

The following activities have envisaged that shall be carried out by the entrusted Consultant
for the ESIA Study:

(1) Review Feasibility Study and other related document(s) to get overview of the
proposed EZ including project plans, designs, interventions, layout etc.;

(2) Analysis of alternative sites and technology;

(3) Legislative analysis;

(4) Description of the Environmental and Socio-Economic Baseline Condition of the
resources considered under physical, biological and social environment;

(5) Identifying the Important Environmental and Social Components (IESCs) which would
be impacted by proposed EZs;

(6) Assessing the impacts of the proposed economic zone on the IESCs;

(7) Assessment of potential hazard and risk;

(8) Conducting public consultation meeting before impact assessment and disclosure
meeting after impact assessment;

(9) Preparation of detail Environmental Management Plan (EMP);

(10) Preparation of hazard and risk management plan;

(11) Preparation of Environmental Monitoring Plan;

(12) Addressing all site specific technical, land use, infrastructural and utility based
environmental due diligence issues along with tentative solutions which may go beyond
the scope of the feasibility studies (in some cases) as per DoE, World Bank and BEZA
requirements;

(13) Preparation of EIA Report by maintaining the approved ToR, which shall form the basis
of obtaining environmental clearance from the DoE.

2.3 Methodology of ESIA Study

The Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) study for the proposed Kushtia EZ
(KEZ) has been carried out following the scope of work defined in terms of Reference (ToR)
and relevant guidelines of the Department of Environment (DOE). The approach to carrying
out the ESIA study was organized based on the field investigations and reconnaissance
surveys in the project area, collection, collation, and analysis of secondary data, and
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discussions with key stakeholders on the potential impacts of the project. Information on
various environmental components was collected through survey-oriented screening,
collection of data using a questionnaire, monitoring of air, water, and soil quality, and
collection of secondary data.

2.4.1 Socio-Economic Screening

Screening is that part of the ESIA process which helps with the categorization of the project,
and from this, a decision is made on whether or not a full ESIA is to be carried out.

The ESIA team reviewed available information on similar projects, Environmental
Conservation Act (ECA), 1995 and Environmental Conservation Rules (ECR), 2023, which is
followed by DoE as a guideline of EIA preparation. According to ECR’23, the proposed project
has been categorized as red (Item 36: Industrial Zone), and all the Red category projects
need to conduct a detailed ESIA.

2.4.2 Scoping

Scoping is the process of determining which are the most critical issues to study and will
involve community participation to some degree. The ESIA team had a brief introduction
meeting with the Bangladesh Economic Zone Authority (BEZA) team in Dhaka before the site
reconnaissance visit. Consultants undertook a 5 days site visit to understand the site setting,
environmental and social condition of the project area and to identify the relevant
stakeholders as well as analyze the local requirements, which would be important for
primary and secondary data collection and designing of the project.

2.4.3 Data Collection and Literature Review
Data Collection

Data collection is the process of gathering and measuring information on targeted variables
in an established system, which then enables one to answer relevant questions and evaluate
outcomes. Data collection is the most important part of ESIA. The goal for all data collection
is to capture quality evidence that allows analysis to lead to the formulation of convincing
and credible answers to the questions that has been posed.

Secondary Data Collection

Secondary data of the project area collected for different environmental/social settings of
the project area from different authentic secondary sources like published works of
literature from various government agencies or institutions. The organizations are
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), Soil Resources Development Institute (SRDI),
Bangladesh Water Development Board (BWDB), Department of Fisheries (DoF), Department
of Public Health and Engineering (DPHE), Bangladesh Meteorological Department (BMD),
Department of Environment (DoE). Moreover, Households Income and Expenditure Survey
(HIES), 2016 prepared by Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics (BBS), Local Health Bulletin-2016,
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare (MOHFW), Bangladesh National Portal, etc. The
secondary data collected to cover the information on physiography, geology, soil, water
body, drainage pattern, meteorology, forest and vegetation, flora and fauna, protected
areas, other ecologically sensitive areas, land use pattern, demography, socio-economic
aspects within the study area. The data reviewed and verified for establishing existing
environmental and ecological status within the project area.

o
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Primary Data Collection

The baseline has covered a detailed description of the existing physical environment, water
resources, land resources, agriculture, fisheries, eco-systems condition, and socio-economic
environment of the project area and surrounding area of the proposed project. The primary
study approach has designed using both quantitative and qualitative tools. The quantitative
study consists of different types of surveys and environmental quality tests. All quantitative
data has recorded properly and analyzed using appropriate analyzing software and method.
On the other hand, Qualitative study consists of public consultation, Focus Group
Discussions (FGDs), Key Informant Interviews (KlIs). Here also qualitative data were
systematically recorded, analyzed, and merged with the quantitative findings where
appropriate.

Literature Review

The consultants reviewed all the available documents on environment, economy,
agriculture, livelihood, socio- cultural norms and practice of the concern area. Moreover, the
consultants have reviewed the government and international policies and legislations, best
practices of EZ and all other relevant documents of ESIA. All the reviewed documents can be
categories as follows.

Review of Environmental Documents

The consultants collected and reviewed all the relevant documents from local and national
level environment issues to prepare the EIA. Specially, baseline documents on water
resource, noise level, ambient air quality, land resources, geology, topography and soils,
climate and meteorological, temperature, rainfall and wind force, agricultural resources,
fishery resources, livestock and poultry resources and ecological resources form the local
level. Moreover, the consultants have also reviewed the government and international
guideline regarding the environment conservation and awareness.

Review of Socio-economic Documents

The consultants collected and reviewed socio-cultural and economic documents related
Kushtia EZ to do the SIA. Specially, the consultants reviewed the documents on demography,
livelihood, health, education, gender, religion, ethnicity and food habit of the Kushtia EZ
area. As well as, they also reviewed the relevant government and international guideline of
social framework.

Current Relevant Policies and Legislations

The Consultants reviewed the current relevant policies and legislations in practice related to
Economic Zones. These include, inter alia, environment related laws and policies, ESIA
procedures/practices and land acquisition procedure of the Government of Bangladesh
(GoB) related to the facilities' development and their applicability and implications for the
proposed project. The Consultants also reviewed the relevant international environmental
and social safeguard policies, Environmental Health and Safety (EHS) Guideline, guidelines
related to inclusion, participation, transparency and social accountability.

2.4 Impact Assessment

The ESIA process identifies the potential environmental impacts that may result from the
implementation of the Project. Both positive and negative potential impacts for the Project

10
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were identified through the application of standardized international best practice methods
of environmental impact assessment.

The principal method for assessing the potential impacts of the Project on the biophysical
and social environments utilized for this ESIA was the matrix method. Details on the risk
assessment process and how it was utilized to identify impacts, the likelihood, and
consequence of the actions and implement appropriate mitigation measures to reduce any
potential impacts to an acceptable level are detailed in the ESIA study.

The impact Assessment was followed by an evaluation of the information to delineate the
possible environmental issues relating to the project. During the process, the following steps
were followed:

(1) Critical analysis of the project document;

(2) Understanding the process involved in the project;

(3) Identification of potential impacts and evaluation of their consequences;

(4) The possible mitigation / enhancing measures for negative and beneficial impacts
have been suggested to develop an Environmental Management Plan (EMP).

Geographical Information Systems (GIS) was used as a specialized analysis and presentation
tool. Before commencing field investigations, spatial analysis of satellite imagery and
present administrative areas and other boundaries/constraints were considered for the
environmental assessments, such as the connectivity, vegetation, water bodies,
infrastructures, etc., were identified.

11
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Figure 2.3: Process of Environmental and Social Impact Assessment

2.5 Limitation of the Study

This Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) report on Kushtia EZ is enriched by
the inclusion of environmental reconnaissance of the project area, identification of potential
impacts and corresponding mitigating measures, identification of significant environmental
issues, and recommendations for further studies in order to address these issues. It provides
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a brief description of the project activities to be carried out and identifies major
environmental impacts resulting from these activities during the operation phase.
Eventually, the ESIA suggests specific measures to mitigate adverse environmental impacts
and to enhance beneficial impacts. Important environmental issues that need further studies
have identified.

Services performed by the consultant have conducted in a manner consistent with that level
of care and skill generally exercised by members of the consulting profession. The report
may not exhaustively cover an investigation of all possible circumstances that may exist.
However, an effort has made to discover all meaningful areas under the stipulated time
available.

In evaluating the subject site, the consultant relies in good faith on information provided by
the client’'s management or employees. The Consultant assumes that the information
provided is factual, accurate and accepts no responsibility for any deficiency, misstatement,
or inaccuracies contained in this report as a result, of omission or misrepresentation of any
person interviewed or contacted. It should be recognized that the information given in the
report is time-specific, and with the passage of time, the relevancy of data and analysis may
suffer. Specific circumstances and conditions of the site can change due to which conclusions
and opinions may change too.

2.6 Consistency with DoE Guideline

This guideline has been prepared by DoE on the basis of the work done by various types of
industry projects as well as on the requirements of the Environment Conservation Rules
(1997). Owing to this, this guideline specifically covers industry projects and shows how the
EIA for industry projects in Bangladesh should be implemented. The brief composition is:

(1) Introduction to EIA in Bangladesh
(2) Criteria for locating industrial plants
(3) Stepsinvolved in conducting IEE

(4) Stepsinvolved in conducting EIA

(5) Review of an EIA report

All requisite clearance from the DoE shall be obtained prior to commencement of civil work.
BEZA will proceed with the application in consistency with DoE guideline for clearance in due
course.

2.7 ESIA Team Composition
Following Key Professionals were engaged in carrying out the EIA Study:

e Dr. Md. Eftekharul Alam, Environmental Specialist

e Md. Shafiqur Rahman, Environmental Specialist

e Dr. Md. Kamrul Hasan, Ecologist

e Dr. Mohammad Maniruzzaman, Social Specialist

e Md. Yahya Mian, Agriculture Specialist

e Mohammed Jamal Uddin, GIS, RS and Modeling Expert

The Non-Key Professionals engaged in the EIA Study were:

13
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e Santanu Dey, Disaster Management Specialist

e Satchidananda Biswas, Fisheries Expert

e  Mohammod Mizanur Rahman, Hydrologist

e Md. Shofiul Islam, Field Researcher (Environment)
e Sultana Afrose, Field Researcher (Social)

2.8 Structure of the Report

This EIA report has been prepared strictly following the report structure desired by DoE as
per ToR. The EIA report contains project features, baseline environmental conditions,
assessment of environmental impacts, and formulation of mitigation measures along with
environmental management and monitoring plan.

The report includes the following chapters:

Chapter 1:
Chapter 2:

Chapter 3:

Chapter 4:

Chapter 5:

Chapter 6:

Chapter 7:

Chapter 8:

Chapter 9:

Chapter 10:

Chapter 11:

Executive Summary

Introduction contains background, project brief, rationale of the project,
scope of work, Methodology, Limitations, EIA study team and structure of
the report.

Policy, Legal and Administrative Framework describes the relevant policy and
legal frameworks for the EIA process.

Project Description contains description of technical details of the proposed
EZ and associated on-site and off-site interventions along with project plan,
activities and schedule.

Site Details describes all details of the site and the reason for choosing the
site.

Environmental and Social Baseline describes the environmental and socio-
economic baseline condition with detail on physical, biological and socio-
cultural environment of the project and influenced area.

Environmental and Social Impacts presents the impacts assessed in this study
with respect to identified key environmental and social issues.

Cumulative Impact Assessment describes the altogether impact of air, noise
modeling and pollution load status.

Public Consultations includes summary of the consultation with interested
parties and the general people including stakeholders with the note to
consider their views in the planning and execution of the project.

Environmental Mitigation, Management and Monitoring Plan describes the
environmental and social management plan (ESMP) for minimizing the effect
of the negative impacts and enhancement measures for increasing the
benefits of the positive impacts at pre, during and post construction phases.

"Conclusions and Recommendations" is the concluding chapter of the ESIA
Report with conclusion and recommendations of the ESIA study.

2.9 References

A list of secondary data used for carrying out ESIA study and preparation of ESIA report is
given at the following table.
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Table 2-1: General References used for the ESIA Report

Reference

Information collected from Government and INGO Departments
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13.

Bangladesh Economic Zone Authority
Department of Public Health and Engineering
Department of Environment

Bangladesh Meteorological Department
Bangladesh Forest Research Institute
Bangladesh Agricultural Development Corporation (BADC)
Bangladesh Meteorological Department (BMD)
Bangladesh Bureau of Statistics

Geological Survey of Bangladesh

Bangladesh Water Development Board
Department of Disaster Management

Upazila office

Food and Agriculture Development Program

Referred Journals and Books

1.

10.

11.

12.

13.
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Growth Scenarios for Bangladesh. Bangladesh Development Studies. Available at:
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3 Legislative, Regulation and
Policy Consideration

3.1 Introduction

In this chapter, all relevant policies and legislations pertaining to the GoB, particularly, the
Environment Conservation Act (ECA) 1995 (with subsequent amendments) and the
Environment Conservation Rules (ECR) 2023, were assessed. The Project Proponent,
Bangladesh Economic Zone Authority (BEZA), will ensure adherence to all applicable
regulations and standards for environmentally acceptable operation of this Project.

The Economic Zone project includes land development activities for industrial purposes in
Kushtia (Bheramara). The Environment Conservation Rules (ECR) 1997, amended in
December, 2017 is the main legal instrument, which obliges industries/projects/units to get
either site and/or environmental clearances from the competent authority. The
Environmental Conservation Act (ECA) 1995 (subsequent amendment 2002), clearly states in
serial no. 12 that an Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC), that follows the ECR 2023
must be approved by the Director General (DG) of the Department of Environment (DoE)
prior to establishing/ undertaking any industrial unit/ project. The ECR categorizes different
industries/projects/units into three broad types: Green, Orange, and Red. According to the
industrial unit classification, mentioned in the ECR 2023, this proposed project is under the
‘Red’ category: serial 36-industrial estate. The Red category project primarily requires ‘Site
Clearance Certificate’ (SCC) through approval of Initial Environmental Examination (IEE),
followed by Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) according to approved ToR for getting
Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC). However, BEZA received an exemption from IEE,
hence SCC, upon submission of an application to the DG, DoE. Thus, EIA and ECC is required
only for carrying out the project, for which DoE had already approved a ToR, following which
this EIA has been prepared. In the following sections, summary of relevant legislations and
policies are presented.

3.2 Institutional Framework

Roles and responsibilities of various Ministries and Departments involved in the
enforcement of environmental requirements are described below:

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change

The Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change (MoEFCC) is the key Government
institution in Bangladesh for all matters relating to national environmental policy and
regulatory issues. Realizing the ever-increasing importance of environmental issues, the
MOoEFCC replaced the Ministry of Agriculture and Forest in 1989 and is at present a
permanent member of the Executive Committee of the National Economic Council. This is
the major decision-making body for economic policy issues and responsible for approving all
public investment projects. The MoEFCC oversees the activities of the following technical
and implementing agencies.

Department of Environment

In order to expand the scope of environmental management and to strengthen the power
for achieving it, the Government adopted the Environmental Pollution Control Ordinance in
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1977. The ordinance provided the opportunity for the establishment of an Environmental
Pollution Control Board, which was assigned with the responsibility of formulating policies
and proposing measures for their implementation. In 1982, the Board was renamed as the
Department of Environmental Pollution Control (DEPC). Six divisional offices were
established in Dhaka, Chattogram, Khulna, Barishal, Sylhet and Rajshahi.

A special presidential order again renamed the DEPC as the Department of Environment
(DoE) and placed it under the newly formed MoEFCC in 1989.

The DoE is a Department of the MoEFCC and is headed by a Director General (DG). The
power of the DG, as given under the Act, may be outlined as follows:

(1) The DG has the power to close down activities considered harmful to human life or the
environment. The operator has the right to appeal and procedures are in place for this.
However, if the incident is considered an emergency, there is no opportunity for any
appeal.

(2) The DG has the power to declare an area affected by pollution as an ecologically critical
area. The DoE governs the type of work or process, which can take place in such an area.

(3) Before undertaking any new development project, the project proponent must take
Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC) from the DoE. The procedures to take such
clearance are in place.

(4) Failure to comply with any part of the Environment Conservation Act (ECA), 1995 with
subsequent amendments may result in punishment by imprisonment or a fine of or
both.

Forest Department

This department under the MoEFCC is responsible for the protection and management of all
reserve forests in the country. Department personnel extend down to the union level in
areas where there are reserve forests. The department has recently started some agro
forestry programs and its officers are also responsible for the protection of wildlife in the
forests.

3.3 Key Environmental Laws and Regulatory Requirements

Key environmental laws and regulatory requirements toward protection and conservation of
environment and various environmental resources and toward protection of social
environment from adverse impact of projects and activities associated with them have been
enunciated by the GOB requirements are summarized below.
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National Acts and Rules related with the ESIA study include the following:

Name

(1) Environment Conservation Act,
1995 and its amendment in 2000,
2002 and 2010

(2) Environment Court Act, 2010

(3) Wildlife (Conservation and
Security) Act, 2012

o

SHAHIDUL LONSULTANTLTD,

IIFC

Summary of Applicable Legislation
Declaration of Ecologically Critical Areas (ECAs);
Obtaining Environmental Clearance Certificate (ECC);
Regulation for vehicles emitting smoke harmful for the environment;
Regulation of development activities from an environmental perspective;
Promulgation of standards for quality of air, water, noise and soils for different
areas and different purposes;
Promulgation of acceptable limits for discharging and emitting waste;
Formulation of environmental guidelines relating to control and mitigation of
environmental pollution, conservation and improvement of the environment.
Establishment of one or more environment courts in each district and one or
more special magistrate courts in each district;
Also provides the jurisdictions of environment court, the penalty for violating
courts order, trial procedure in special magistrate court, power of entry and
search, procedure for investigation, procedure and power of environment
court, authority of environment court to inspect, appeal procedure and
formation of the environment appeal court.
Prohibition related to capturing, killing, shooting, or trapping wildlife. No
person shall hunt any wild animal without a license;
Determination of threatened flora and fauna in four (4) schedules;
Prohibitions, entry and declaration procedure of protected areas (sanctuary,
national park, community conservation area, safari park, eco-park, botanical
garden, wild animal breeding center, landscape zone or corridor, buffer zone,
core zone, special biodiversity conservation area, national heritage, memorial
tree, sacred tree, and kunjaban, etc.);
No person, institution, or company shall establish or operate any industrial
factory or brick-field within 2 (two) kilometers from the boundary of a
sanctuary.

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Applicable Permit and Requirement
According to the Act “no industrial unit
or project shall be established or
undertaken without obtaining an ECC
from the DG” of DoE. Therefore, the
provisions of the act apply to all of the
project intervention phases during the
project life cycle.

The court has jurisdiction, under the
act’s provisions, over trial for an offense
or compensation under environmental
law, imposing penalties for violation, etc.

No project activities are going to
undertake within the buffer zone of the
eco-sensitive zone notified in this act.
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Name

The Forest Act 1927, Amendment
2000 (Protected, village Forests and
Social Forestry)

The Explosive Act, 1884

Water Supply and Sewerage
Authority Act, 1996

The Embankment and Drainage Act

1952

Antiquities Act 1968

SHAHIDUL LONSULTANTLTD,

Summary of Applicable Legislation

Declare any forests land or wasteland as protected forests

e May stop public or private way or watercourse in the interest of preservation
of the forest;

e Declare a reserved forest area as Village Forests

e Declare an area as social forests or launch a social forestry programme in Govt.
land or private land with permission.

To prevent any accident due to explosive storage, use or transportation due to

careless handling/management

Management and Control of water supply and sanitation in urban areas

An Act to consolidate the laws relating to embankment and drainage and to make
better provision for the construction, maintenance, management, removal and
control of embankments and water courses for the better drainage of lands and
for their protection from floods, erosion and other damage by water.

Governs preservation of the national cultural heritage, protects and controls
ancient monuments, regulates antiquities as well as the maintenance,
conservation and restoration of protected sites and monuments, controls
planning, exploration and excavation of archaeological sites

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Applicable Permit and Requirement
No forestland will be required to be
diverted;

It is applicable depending on the
quantity of fuel storage. Fuel will be
stored and used at site for running
various construction machinery and
equipment

Required for all development projects.
Regulatory authority is Ministry of Local
Government, Rural Development and
Cooperatives

Required for the construction of
drainage facility at the Construction Yard
and the Depot Area. Regulatory
authority is Ministry of Water Resources
and Flood Control Department (FCD).

No structure of national cultural heritage
will be affected due to project
development. Regulatory authority is
Ministry of cultural Affairs.
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Name
Bangladesh National Building Code
(BNBC), 2020

The Building Construction Act 1952
(with amendments)

The Vehicle Act, 1927

Acquisition and Requisition of
Immovable Property Act, 2017

Bangladesh Labor Act, 2006
(Amended 2013, 2018)

S Suanmut, Loxsurayrim.

Summary of Applicable Legislation
BNBC was first drafted in 1993 but not formally reviewed and updated. In 2006 the
Building Construction Act was amended to include a new section 18 A,
empowering the government to promulgate the building code as a legally binding
document. The new edition of Bangladesh's building code is the Bangladesh
National Building Code 2020 (BNBC 2020).

e The provisions of this Code shall extend to the design, construction, usage or
occupation, modification, movement, demolition and repair of any building
or structure and any equipment installed or related therein or attached
therein, except as otherwise provided for in other laws and regulations
governing and regulating buildings.

e If, in any event, various parts of this Code have different specifications for
materials, design or construction methods, or other conditions, then the
most restrictive specification shall be governed.

e The special provision shall be applicable in the event of any discrepancy
between a general requirement and a particular requirement.

An Act to provide for the prevention of haphazard construction of building and
excavation of tanks which are likely to interfere with the planning of certain areas
in Bangladesh.

To regulate vehicular exhaust emissions

Current GOB Act and Guidelines, relating to acquisition and requisition of land;

e According to the law, the affected person will get an additional 200% of
assessed value for land and an additional 100% for structures, trees, crops,
and other assets;

e This law deals with social and economic impacts as a consequence of land
acquisition;

Provides health, safety, and wellbeing of workforce during project life cycle. In
addition, it also stipulated that children under 18 years are not allowed to be
employed during project life cycle and therefore, this law requires to be complied.

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Applicable Permit and Requirement
Cover the requirement for the structural
design

The project involves development of
infrastructure. Regulatory authority is
Ministry of Public Works.

Heavy vehicle movement is involved
during construction and operation
phase. Regular maintenance and up
keeping of the vehicles should be carried
out. Regulatory authority is BRTA.

Land acquisition will be carried out at
Depot Area. Regulatory authority is
Deputy Commissioner.

Skilled, semiskilled and temporary
workers are likely to be involved in the
project
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Right to Information Act, 2009

Bangladesh Biodiversity Act, 2017
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Summary of Applicable Legislation
The Act makes provisions for ensuring free flow of information and people’s right
to information. The freedom of thought, conscience and speech is recognized in
the Constitution as a fundamental right and the right to information is an alienable
part of it. Since all powers of the Republic belong to the people, it is necessary to
ensure right to information for their empowerment.
The right to information shall ensure that transparency and accountability in all
public, autonomous and statutory organizations and in private organizations run
on government or foreign funding shall increase, corruption shall decrease and
good governance shall be established. It is expedient and necessary to make
provisions for ensuring transparency and accountability.
The Act isto ensure conservation of biodiversity, the sustainable use of its
components and fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization
of genetic resources.

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Applicable Permit and Requirement

Applicable for
consultation phase

the

stakeholder

To protect environment and sustainable

development.
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Name
Bangladesh Water Act, 2013

The Bangladesh Economic Zones
Act, 2010 (amendment in 2015)

Communicable Diseases
(Prevention, Control, and
Eradication) Act, 2018
Fatal Accidents Act, 1855

SHAHIDUL LONSULTANTLTD,

Summary of Applicable Legislation

The key features of the Act are:

e A National Water Resources Council
implementing the provisions of the Act

e A National Water Policy shall be adopted by the Council addressing the
following issues:

e Purpose and sectors of water use

e Affordability of water users

e Actual cost of water abstraction and distribution

e Financial ability and backwardness of water users of any group there of

e Water demand and supply

e Any other issues considered relevant by the government

e An Executive Committee of the Council shall be established or ensuring
efficient performance of the Council.

e The GoB can declare certain areas as Water Stress Areas for the protection of
water sources or aquifers.

e Water zone demarcation (industrial, agricultural, brackish water aquaculture
and hatchery water zones) through gazette notification and issuance of
protection order for efficient water management in such zones.

e Declaration of flood control zone and its management.

e Restriction on abstraction of total water from any water source.

An Act to make provisions for the establishment of economic zones in all potential

areas including backward and underdeveloped regions and development,

operation, management and control thereof including the matters ancillary
thereto with a view to encouraging rapid economic development through increase
and diversification of industry, employment, production and export.

The Act is designed to raise awareness of, prevent, control, and eradicate

infectious or communicable diseases to address public health emergencies and

reduce health risks.

An Act to provide compensation to families for loss occasioned by the death of a

person caused by actionable wrong.

(NWRC) to be established for

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Applicable Permit and Requirement
Kushtia EZ shall ensure compliance with
legal requirements under this Act, if
applicable.

Kushtia EZ must follow this Act while
implementing the project.

Applicable to manage the occupational
/Community Health Safety at EZ.

Applicable to the employees of the
Kushtia EZ.
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(20) National Human Rights Commission
Act, 2009

(21) Bangladesh Water Development
Board Act, 2000

(22) National River Protection
Commission Act, 2013

(23) The Children Act, 2013

(24) Road Transport Act, 2018

o
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Summary of Applicable Legislation
The National Human Rights Commission Act, 2009 in consonance with
Bangladesh’s commitment to international human rights law, the Commission
serves as a mechanism for the enrichment of the realization of human rights. Its
journey is aimed at creating a culture of human rights through public
enlightenment on diverse human rights issues so that the people of the country
can contribute to larger peace and security keeping in pace with the ‘progressive
aspirations of human kind.’
An Act with a view to ensure development and management of water resources by
rescinding provisions of the Bangladesh Water and Power Development Boards
Order of 1972 under the Bangladesh Water and Power Development Boar Order,
1972
An Act to establish a Commission for preventing illegal occupation of rivers,
pollution of water and environment, pollution of rivers caused by industrial
factories, illegal constructions and various irregularities and ensuring
multidimensional use of rivers for socio-economic development including
restoration of the normal flow of rivers, proper maintenance thereof and making
them navigable.
The Children Act 2013 repeals the 1974 Children Act with the aim of bringing the
country in line with provisions of international instruments such as the UNCRC, as
well as decisions of the Bangladesh Supreme Court.
The Road Transport Act, 2018 was promulgated to address both the horrendous
situation with road accidents and to quell the public unrest over the same. The
specific issues of the act are driving license, conductor license, motor vehicle
registration, transport committee, route permit, vehicle control, vehicle
production and maintenance, trafficc ozone and environment control,
compensation, treatment and insurance for accidents, driving training school,
vehicle repair factory, dumping yard, crime, law and justice etc.

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Applicable Permit and Requirement
Applicable to protect the rights of the
PAPs and the inhabitants of the Kushtia
EZ area.

Applicable to water resources of the EZ
area.

Applicable to the adjacent rivers of the
EZ.

Applicable to the children at EZ and in
the project area.

Applicable to road transport
management of EZ.
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Name

Ordinance, 2019

SHAHIDUL LONSULTANTLTD,

Summary of Applicable Legislation
Board of Investment, established under this act, is the principle private investment
promotion and facilitation agency of Bangladesh, which is responsible for
implementation of provisions of above said policy.
Under the provision of this Act as per schedule 11, all industries established in
non-governmental sectors licensed by the board shall be registered in the
prescribed manner.

As per Schedule 15 of this Act, any industrial undertaking licensed transgresses any
provision of this Act or of any rule made there under or breaks any condition
relating to the license, the board may, in such manner as may be prescribed,
cancel the license of the industrial undertaking.

This law although follows Bangladesh Labour Act, 2006, it exclusively focuses on
industrial sectors and economic zone related employments. It provides
instructions for the directives on labour appointment, wages, working hours,
termination, occupational health and safety issues etc. The salient features are as
follows:

e Providing appoint letter and id card is mandatory

e Maximum working hours is restricted to 48 hours, additional payment is
required in the case of extra hour work

e Any labour will get one day weekly leave with pay

e Female labour will get eight weeks of maternity leave

e Prior notice is required for termination, retrenchment and discharge

e |nappropriate/indecent behaviour and harassment to female worker will be
strongly handles

e |tis prohibited to appoint under-aged and forceful labours

e The employers are entitled to ensure the safety of workers and also maintain a
safe and healthy working environment within the workplace

e Itis mandatory to facilitate every zone with health cares

e In case of industries containing more than twenty-five (25) permanent
workers, it is obligatory for employers to maintain group insurance for the
workers

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Applicable Permit and Requirement
Kushtia EZ shall ensure that the
proposed project is registered as
prescribed by the Act.

This Law give strong emphasis on labour
rights, irrespective to gender and their
orientation. It includes a separate
chapter on occupational health and
safety.

BEZA is obliged to follow all of these
rules during land development and
period and to monitor so that
established industries follow this law
during the operation period.

The law, however, does not contain any
close concerning to the community
health and safety. During construction
and operation community health and
safety issue will be more crucial.
Therefore, such an addition will be
required.
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Name

2023

SHAHIDUL LONSULTANTLTD,

Summary of Applicable Legislation

Chapter XIV of the Penal Code provides offences affective public health, safety,
convenience, decency and morals; Section 277: Falling Water or Public Spring or
Reservoir; Section 278: Making Atmosphere Noxious to Health;

Section 284: Negligent Conduct with Respect to Poisonous Substance; Section
285: Negligent Conduct with Respect to Fire or Combustible Matter;

Section 286: Negligent Conduct with Respect to Explosive Substance.

Section 277: whoever voluntarily corrupts or fouls the water of any public
spring or reservoir, to render it less fit for the purpose for which it is ordinarily
used will be punished under the law.

Section 278: whoever voluntarily vitiates the atmosphere in any place so as to
make it noxious to the health of persons in general dwelling or carrying on
business in the neighborhood or passing along a public way will get
punishment.

NEQS for ambient air, surface water, groundwater, drinking water, industrial
effluents, emissions, noise, and vehicular exhaust;

Categorization of industries, development projects and other activities based
on actual (for existing industries/development projects/ activities) and
anticipated (for proposed industries/development projects/activities) pollution
load;

Procedure for obtaining ECC;

Requirements for undertaking IEE and EIA’s as well as formulating EMP
according to categories of industries/ development projects/activities; and
Procedure for damage-claim by persons affected or likely to be affected due to
polluting activities or activities causing hindrance to normal civic life.

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Applicable Permit and Requirement
It is required to take all the measures
proposed and suggested by DoE,
Bangladesh during both construction and
operation phase to minimize the
environmental pollution.

The subject project falls under the “Red”
category and requires clearance before
the commencement of any project
activities. Besides, it is stipulated that
environmental quality standards and
other relevant requirements shall be
complied during the project life cycle.
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Bangladesh Water Rules, 2018

Noise Pollution (Control) Rules
2006

Hazardous waste (e-waste)
management rules 2021

Solid Waste Management Rules
2021

SHAHIDUL LONSULTANTLTD,

Summary of Applicable Legislation

Provision of No Objection Certificate for the establishment of projects related to
flood control and management project; surface water extraction, supply and use
related project and part of the project; irrigation project using surface water;
construction of hydraulic structures; water conservation project; flood affected
plain land and wetland development project; groundwater for industrial use;
riverbank protection and river control; river excavation and dredging project; canal
excavation and re-excavation project; fisheries development in surface water
project; groundwater extraction, supply, and use related project and part of the
project; and others project:

e According to the Clause-16 of the rules, a NOC should be taken from DG of
WARPO, District Committee/DC, Upazila Committee/UNO, and Union
Committee/Chairman based on the total investment of the specific project.

e Prevention of Noise pollution

e Standards for noise levels

On June 10, 2021, Bangladesh’s Department of Environment (DoE) published the

Hazardous Waste (e-waste) Management Rules, 2021 under the Bangladesh

Environmental Protection Act, 1995. The E-waste rule covers the products listed in

the Schedule (home appliances, monitoring and control equipment, medical

equipment, automatic machines, IT and communication equipment), and
establishes obligations for manufacturers, assemblers, collectors, sellers, and

consumers of the products. The rule also sets provisions to limit the use of the 10

substances covered by the EU RoHS Directive.

The Solid Waste Management Rules 2021 were published in Bangladesh on

December 23, 2021, under the Bangladesh Environmental Protection Act, 1995.

The Regulations define the responsibilities of businesses involved in solid waste

management and impose collection, recycling, and disposal obligations according

to Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) on manufacturers of non-biodegradable
products such as glass, plastic, and bottles. The Regulations also include provisions
for the treatment of solid waste such as composting and energy recovery.
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Applicable Permit and Requirement
Applicable- As the subject project will
required surface/ground water
extraction during construction period.
Therefore, a NOC will be required prior
to use surface/ground water.

Noise will be generated due to the
construction activity
Applicable  to hazardous  waste

management of Kushtia EZ.

Applicable to solid waste management
of Kushtia EZ.
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Bangladesh Economic Zones
(Construction of Building) Rules,
2017

Bangladesh Labour Rules, 2015

Rules for Corrosive Material
(Control) responsible for Ozone
Layer Depletion, 2004

Air Pollution (Control) Rules 2022

Ecological Critical Area Rules, 2016
Deltaic Plan 2100

Eighth Five-year Plan 2021-25

54
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Summary of Applicable Legislation
The rules have been formed under section 38 of the Bangladesh Economic Zones
Act, 2010. The rules describe in detail the design and construction issues of an
economic zone j.e. economic design requirements, individual building design
requirements, permits, qualification and responsibilities of the technical
personnel, inspection, unsafe building etc.
Provides health, safety, and wellbeing of workforce during project life cycle. In
addition, it also stipulated that child under 18 years are not allowed to be
employed during project life cycle and therefore, this law requires to be complied.
The rules have been formed to control or management the harmful materials for
environment all over Bangladesh to produce, import, export, marketing, sell,
display to sell, storage, distribution or commercial use of corrosive material
responsible for ozone layer depletion.
The Rule has been formulated with the objective of preventing, controlling and
reducing air pollution in order to protect the environment and public health.
The Government framed the Ecologically Critical Areas (ECA) Rules, 2016 for the
proper management and development of the ECA s in Bangladesh.

The Bangladesh Delta Plan (BDP) 2100 is a broad-based long-term vision about the
likely changes and necessary intervention to make the Bangladesh Delta a safe by
the end of the 21st Century.

8FYP titled “Promoting Prosperity and Fostering Inclusiveness” focuses on a pro-
poor growth strategy. This strategy includes seven themes. These are labour-
intensive, export-oriented manufacturing-led growth, agricultural diversification,
dynamism in cottage, small and medium enterprises, modern services sector, ICT
based entrepreneurship, and overseas employment.

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Applicable Permit and Requirement
Kushtia EZ must  comply the
requirements and follow the standard
mentioned in this Rules.

Skilled, semiskilled and temporary
workers are likely to be involved in the
project
Applicable to control corrosive material
responsible for ozone layer depletion at
the EZ.

Applicable to air pollution control of EZ.
EZ must comply the requirements and
follow the standard mentioned in this

Rules.
EZ will act accordingly.

EZ will help in achieving the seven
themes of 8FYP.
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3.4 International Legislation Ratified by Bangladesh

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Bangladesh is a party to a large number of international conventions; treaties and protocols (ICTPs) related to the Project and are committed to ensuring that these
protocols are complied with during all development works. The applicable ICTPs that Kushtia EZ is also aware of and is complying with are enumerated in Table:

Table 3-1: International Conventions, Treaties and Protocols Ratified by Bangladesh

Ratified/Accessed (AC)/

(1)
(2)

(3)

(4)
(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

@
IIFC

Conventions

International Convention for Protection of Birds, Paris
International Plant Protection Convention (Rome,) and Plant
Protection Agreement for SE Asia and Pacific (1999 Revision)

International Convention Relating to Intervention on the
High Seas in Cases of Qil Pollution Casualties, Brussels
Convention on Wetlands of International Importance
(“Ramsar Convention”:1971)

Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural
and natural Heritage (Paris, 1972)

Convention on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by

Dumping of Wastes and Other Matters (as amended),
London-Mexico City-Washington

Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species of
Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), Washington

Convention Concerning the Protection of Workers Against

P Suanmut, LoxsuLmayrm.

Years

1950
1951
1999

1969

1971

1972

1972

1973

1974

Accepted (AT)/
Adaptation (AD)
Signed
01 September, 1978

04 December, 1974 (AC)

(Entry into Force)

20 April, 1992 (ratified)

03 August, 1983 (AT)

03 November,
(ratified)
Signed

Signed

1983

Relevance

Protection of the birds in their wild state
Ensuring that the Project work or
construction materials do not introduce
plant pests

Civil liability on oil pollution damage from
ships

Protection of significant wetland and
prevention of draining or filling during
construction

Prevention of damage or destruction of
culturally and/or historically significant sites,
monuments, etc.

Effective control and prevention of all
sources of pollution of the sea by the
dumping of waste and other matter that is
liable to create hazards to human health, to
harm living resources and marine life, to
damage amenities or to interfere with other
legitimate uses of the sea.

Ban and restrictions on international trade
in endangered species of wild fauna and
flora

To protect workers against hazards arising

Responsi
ble
Agency
DoE/DoF

DoE

DoE/Mo
S
DoE/DoF

DoA

DoE/DoF

MoHFW

29



(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)
(18)

(19)

IIFC

Conventions

Occupational Hazards in the Working Environment due to Air
Pollution, Noise and Vibration, Geneva

Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of
Wild Animals, Bonn

Convention Concerning the Prevention and Control of
Occupational Hazards caused by Carcinogenic Substances
and Agents, Geneva

Convention Concerning Occupational Safety and Health and
the Working Environment, Geneva

Vienna Convention for the Protection of the Ozone Layer,
Vienna

Convention
Geneva
Montreal Protocol on Substances that Deplete the Ozone
Layer, Montreal

Concerning Occupational Health Services,

Basel Convention on the Control of Trans-boundary
Movements of Hazardous Wastes and Their Disposal, Basel
Convention Concerning Safety in the Use of Chemicals at
Work, Geneva

International Convention on Qil Pollution Preparedness,
Response, and Cooperation, London

London Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on Substances
that Deplete the Ozone Layer, London

Convention on Biological Diversity (Rio de Janeiro, 1992)

S Susmut, Consurmantim.

Years

1977

1979

1981

1985

1985

1987

1989

1990

1990

1990

1992

Ratified/Accessed (AC)/
Accepted (AT)/
Adaptation (AD)

Signed

Signed

2 August, 1990 (AC)
31 October, 1990 (entry
into force)

31 October, 1990 (entry
into force)

Signed

5 June 1992

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Relevance

from occupational exposure to carcinogenic
substances and agents

Conservation of migratory species of wild
animals

Protect workers against occupational
hazards in the working environment

Ensuring occupational health and safety of
workers in all branches of economic activity
Preventing human activities that may have
adverse effects on ozone layer

To promote a safe and healthy working
environment

Reduction of the abundance of the
substances that deplete the ozone layer in
the atmosphere, and thereby protect the
earth’s fragile ozone Layer

Safe methods for transport of dangerous
goods by road, railway and inland vessels
Regulating the management of chemicals in
the workplaces, in order to protect workers

from the harmful effects of these
substances
Legal framework and preparedness for

control of oil pollution

Control of global emissions that deplete
ozone layer

Protection of biodiversity
construction and operation

during

Responsi
ble
Agency

DoE/DoF

MoHFW

MoHFW

DoE/Mo
EFCC

MoHFW

DoE/Mo
EFCC

MoC

MoHFW

DoE/Mo
S

DoE/
MoEFCC
DoE/
MoEFCC
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(20)

(21)

(22)

(23)

(24)

(25)

(26)
(27)

(28)

(29)

(30)

IIFC

Conventions

United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(New York, 1992)

Agenda 21, UNCED, Rio de Janeiro

Preparedness, Response and Cooperation (London, 1990.)
30 September, 90 United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change, New York

Copenhagen Amendment to the Montreal protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, Copenhagen,
1992

International Convention to Combat Desertification, Paris

London Amendment to the Montreal Protocol on Substances
that Deplete the Ozone Layer, London

Kyoto protocol to the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change

Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety to the Convention on
Biological Diversity, Montreal

Montreal Amendment of the Montreal Protocol on
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer, Montreal

Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants, Stockholm

Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the

S Susmut, Consurmantim.

Years

1992

1992
1992

1992

1994

1997

2000

2001

2001

2010

Ratified/Accessed (AC)/
Accepted (AT)/
Adaptation (AD)

15 April 1994

Signed
15 April 1994

27 November 2000 (AT)
26 February 2001 (Entry
into force)

26 January 1996
(Ratification)
26 December 1996

(entry into force)

18 March 1994 (AC)

16 June 1994 (entry into
force)

21 August 2001 (AC)

11 December 1997 (AD)

27July 2001 (Accepted)
26 October 2001 (Entry
into force)

In process

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Relevance

Reduction of emission of greenhouse gases

Ensuring sustainable development
Achieving stabilization of greenhouse gas
concentrations in the atmosphere at a level
that would prevent dangerous
anthropogenic interference with the climate
system

Extending the coverage of
Protocol to new substances

Montreal

Combating desertification and mitigating
the effects of drought.

To strengthen the control procedure and
extend the coverage of Montreal Protocol
to new substances

Reduction of emission of greenhouse gases

Biological safety in transport and use of
genetically modified organisms

Controls in the trade of ozone depleting
substances and the use of licensing
procedures to control the import and export
of new, recycled and reclaimed ozone
depleting substances
Restrict use of
containing POPs.
Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair

different chemicals

Responsi
ble
Agency

DoE/
MoEFCC

DoE/
MoEFCC
DoE/
MoEFCC

MoEFCC
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(31)
(32)

Conventions Years

Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their
Utilization to the Convention on Biological Diversity

Paris Climate Agreement 2015
The Rotterdam Convention on the Prior Informed Consent 1998
Procedure for Certain Hazardous Chemicals and Pesticides

3.5 World Bank Guidelines

Since October 2018, all World Bank Funded Investment Project Financing (IPF) are required to follow the Environmental and Social Framework (ESF) consisting of ten (10)
Environment and Social Standards (ESSs). The ESF sets out its commitment to sustainable development, through Bank Policy and a set of Environmental and Social
Standards (Table 3-2) that are designed to support projects.

Table 3-2: World Banks Environmental and Social Standards

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

N

IIFC

Ratified/Accessed (AC)/
Accepted (AT)/
Adaptation (AD)

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Relevance

and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising
from their Utilization to the Convention on
Biological Diversity

Climate Change

The convention promotes open exchange of
information and calls on exporters of
hazardous chemicals to use proper labeling,
include directions on safe handling, and
inform purchasers of any known restrictions
or bans.

Responsi
ble
Agency

MoEFCC

World Bank ESF Policy, Standards, Directive Objectives

World Bank Environment and Social Policy for Investment Project It sets out the mandatory requirements of the Bank in relation to the projects it supports

Financing through Investment Project Financing.

ESS-1 Identify, assess, evaluate, and manage the environment and social risks and impacts in a

Assessment and Management of Environmental and Social Risks manner consistent with the ESF. Adopt differentiated measures so that adverse impacts do not

and Impacts fall disproportionately on the disadvantaged or vulnerable, and they are not disadvantaged in
sharing development benefits and opportunities.

ESS-2 Promote safety and health at work. Promote fair treatment, non-discrimination, and equal

Labor-and-Working-Conditions opportunity for project workers. Protect project workers, with particular emphasis on

vulnerable workers. Prevent the use of all forms of forced labor and child labor. Support the

S Susmut, Consurmantim.
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(5)

(6)

(7)

(8)

(9)

IIFC

World Bank ESF Policy, Standards, Directive

ESS-3
Resource-Efficiency-and-Pollution-Prevention-and-Management

ESS-4
Community-Health-and-Safety

ESS-5
Land-Acquisition-Restrictions-on-Land-Use-and-Involuntary-
Resettlement

ESS-6

Biodiversity Conservation and Sustainable Management of Living
Natural Resources

ESF-7

S Susmut, Consurmantim.

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone
Objectives

principles of freedom of association and collective bargaining of project workers in a manner
consistent with national law. Provide project workers with accessible means to raise workplace
concerns.

Promote the sustainable use of resources, including energy, water, and raw materials. Avoid or
minimize adverse impacts on human health and the environment caused by pollution from
project activities. Avoid or minimize project-related emissions of short and long-lived climate
pollutants. Avoid or minimize the generation of hazardous and non-hazardous waste. Minimize
and manage the risks and impacts associated with pesticide use. Requires technically and
financially feasible measures to improve efficient consumption of energy, water, and raw
materials and introduces specific requirements for water efficiency where a project has high
water demand.

Anticipate or avoid adverse impacts on the health and safety of project-affected communities
during project life-cycle from routine and non-routine circumstances. Promote quality, safety,
and climate change considerations in infrastructure design and construction, including dams.
Avoid or minimize community exposure to project-related traffic and road safety risks,
diseases, and hazardous materials. Have in place effective measures to address emergency
events. Ensure that safeguarding of personnel and property is carried out in a manner that
avoids or minimizes risks to the project-affected communities.

Avoid or minimize involuntary resettlement by exploring project design alternatives. Avoid
forced eviction. Mitigate unavoidable adverse impacts from land acquisition or restrictions on
land use by providing compensation at replacement cost and assisting displaced persons in
their efforts to improve, or at least restore, livelihoods and living standards to pre-
displacement levels or to levels prevailing prior to the beginning of the project
implementation, whichever is higher. Improve living conditions of poor or vulnerable persons
who are physically displaced through the provision of adequate housing, access to services and
facilities, and security of tenure. Conceive and execute resettlement activities as sustainable
development programs.

Protect and conserve biodiversity and habitats. Apply the mitigation hierarchy and the
precautionary approach in the design and implementation of projects that could have an
impact on biodiversity. To promote the sustainable management of living natural resources.
Ensure that the development process fosters full respect for affected parties’ human rights,
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(10)

(11)

(12)

(13)

o

IIFC

World Bank ESF Policy, Standards, Directive

Indigenous Peoples/Sub-Saharan
African Historically Underserved Traditional Local Communities

ESS-8
Cultural-Heritage

ESS-9
Financial-Intermediaries

ESS-10
Stakeholder-Engagement-and-Information-Disclosure

Environmental and Social Directive for Investment Project
Financing

S Susmut, Consurmantim.

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone
Objectives

dignity, aspirations, identity, culture, and natural resource-based livelihoods. Promote
sustainable development benefits and opportunities in a manner that is accessible, culturally
appropriate, and inclusive. Improve project design and promote local support by establishing
and maintaining an ongoing relationship based on meaningful consultation with affected
parties. Obtain the Free, Prior, and Informed Consent (FPIC) of affected parties in three
circumstances. Recognize, respect and preserve the culture, knowledge, and practices of
Indigenous Peoples, and to provide them with an opportunity to adapt to changing conditions
in a manner and in a timeframe acceptable to them.

Protect cultural heritage from the adverse impacts of project activities and support its
preservation—Address cultural heritage as an integral aspect of sustainable development.
Promote meaningful consultation with stakeholders regarding cultural heritage. Promote the
equitable sharing of benefits from the use of cultural heritage.

Sets out how Financial Intermediaries (FI) will assess and manage environmental and social
risks and impacts associated with the subprojects it finances. Promote good environmental
and social management practices in the subprojects the Fl finance. Promote good
environmental and sound human resources management within the FI.

Establish a systematic approach to stakeholder engagement that helps Borrowers identify
stakeholders and maintain a constructive relationship with them. Assess stakeholder interest
and support for the project and enable stakeholders’ views to be taken into account in project
design. Promote and provide means for effective and inclusive engagement with project-
affected parties throughout the project life-cycle. Ensure that appropriate project information
is disclosed to stakeholders in a timely, understandable, accessible, and appropriate manner.
This Directive applies to the Bank and sets out the mandatory requirements for the
implementation of the Environmental and Social Policy for Investment Project Financing (IPF).
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3.6 National Policies and Plans

National Policies, plans and strategies of Bangladesh relevant the ESIA study are as follows:

(1)

(2)
(3)

(4)

(5)
(6)

(7)

(8)

o

IIFC

Name
National Environment Policy, 2018

The National Forest Policy, 1994

The National Water Policy, 1999

National Land use Policy, 2001

The National Energy Policy, 1995

National Industrial policy, 2010

National Agriculture Policy, 2013

National Fisheries Policy, 1998

S Susmut, Consurmantim.

Summary of applicable policies/Plans

The National Environment Policy envisaged environment conservation, pollution control,
biodiversity conservation, and mitigation of the adverse effect of climate change to
ensure sustainable development.

Conserve the existing forest areas and to increase forest cover of country and increase
the reserve forest.

To ensure efficient and equitable management of water resources, proper harnessing
and development of surface and ground water, availability of water to all concerned and
institutional capacity building for water resource management.

(1) Deals with several land uses including agriculture (crop production, fishery, and
livestock), housing, forestry, industrialization, railways and roads, tea and rubber;

(2) Identifies land use constraints in all these sectors;

Protecting the environment by requiring an EIA for any new energy development

project, introduction of economically viable and environment friendly technology.

(1) The policy aims to ensure the industrialization process is compliant with
internationally agreed environment, health, and safety and labor standards.

(2) The government will ensure assistance for creating alternative employment, keeping
the socio-economic backdrop in mind, for any privatization proposal.

National Agriculture Policy is to ensure food and nutrition security for all, improve rural

livelihoods through increased crop production with higher productivity and create

employment opportunities through diversification of agricultural activities.

(1) Preservation, management, and exploitation of fisheries resources in inland open
water;

(2) Fish cultivation and management in inland closed water;

(3) Prawn and fish cultivation in coastal areas;

(4) Preservation, management, and exploitation of sea fishery;

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Applicable Permit and Requirement
Kushtia EZ must follow the policy and
comply with provisions while
implementing the project.

No diversion of forest land is involved

Applicable, if Ground water is
required to be withdrawn for fulfilling
water requirement at construction
phase Conjunctive use of water
should be explored

land use change from seasonal
cultivable land and residential area to
urban Area

Energy efficient materials and
techniques should be explored
Kushtia EZ shall ensure that the
proposed project authority follows
the policy.

Kushtia EZ shall ensure that the
proposed project authority follows

the policy.

No areas of fish production are likely
to be impacted by the project

Kushtia EZ shall ensure that the
proposed project authority follows
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Name

(9) National Livestock Development
Policy, 2007

(10) National Poultry Development

Policy 2008
(11) National Disaster Management
Policy, 2015
(12) Bangladesh Coastal Zone Policy,
2005

(13) National Environment
Management Action Plan 1995
(14) The National Water Management

Plan, 2001

(15) National Biodiversity Strategy and

Action Plan, 2005 (NBSAP)

o

S Susmut, Consurmantim.

IIFC

Summary of applicable policies/Plans

The National Livestock Development Policy intends to provide the enabling environment,
opening up opportunities, and reducing risks and vulnerability for harnessing the full
potential of livestock sub-sector to accelerate economic growth for reduction of rural
poverty.

National Poultry Development Policy was formulated to encourage poultry industry and
to control quality of inputs for sustainable poultry development.

This policy is formulated with a vision to enhance the country's capacity in manifold ways
addressing all necessary hazards and establishing risk reduction culture.

The Coastal Zone Policy intends provide a general guidance to all agencies and
institutions concerned for the management and development of the coastal zone in a
manner that provides a secure and conducive environment for coastal communities to
pursue their life and livelihoods. Amongst several objectives it identifies the following:
the creation of sustainable livelihoods; intensifying the overage of safe drinking water
facilities; reducing vulnerabilities, (including to climate change) and closing

the gender gap.

Conservation of natural habitats, bio-diversity, energy, sustainable development and
improvement of life of people

Addresses options for water quality, considerations behind measures to clean up waste
water pollution, where effluent discharge monitoring and zoning regulations for new
projects are emphasized;

The NBSAP provides a framework for conservation, sustainable use and sharing the
benefits of biodiversity of the country. A major focus of the plan is to ensure cross-
sectoral linkages, reflecting the fact that in Bangladesh, more so than most other
countries, biodiversity conservation is closely inter-woven with social and economic
development. Thus, the NBSAP also provides a framework for securing the necessary
environmental settings to reduce poverty, ensure sustainable development and
implementation of Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP).

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Applicable Permit and Requirement
the policy.

Kushtia EZ shall ensure that the
proposed project authority follows
the policy.

Kushtia EZ shall ensure that the
proposed project authority follows
the policy.

Kushtia EZ shall ensure that the
proposed project authority follows
the policy.

Kushtia EZ shall ensure that the
proposed project authority follows
the policy.

This is an infrastructure development
project and is likely generate waste
water from batching plant Installation
of effluent treatment facility within
the premises.
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Name

Bangladesh Climate Change
Strategy and Action Plan
(BCCSAP), 2009

(16)

(17) National Conservation Strategy

(18) National 3R Strategy for Waste

Management, 2010

(19) Air pollution reduction strategy
2012

(20) Bangladesh Standards and

Guidelines for Sludge

Management, 2015

(21) EIA Guidelines for Industries, 2021

o

P Suanmut, LoxsuLmayrm.

IIFC

Summary of applicable policies/Plans

The GoB prepared the Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan (BCCSAP) in
2008 and revised in 2009. This is a comprehensive strategy to address climate change
challenges in Bangladesh. Bangladesh Climate Change Strategy and Action Plan built on
and expanded the NAPA.

Sustainable development for project activity

Waste minimization can be achieved in an efficient way by focusing primarily on the first
of the 3Rs, "reduce," followed by "reuse" and then "recycle." The waste hierarchy refers
to the "3Rs" i.e. reduce, reuse and recycle, which classify waste management strategies
according to their desirability.

This strategy describes the status of each the six criteria air pollutants, pollutants that
are generally controlled by air quality standards in many countries and the current
ambient air quality standard in Bangladesh.

The guideline provides extensive information on all aspects of sludge management. It is
addressed to anyone operating water or wastewater treatment plants or central effluent
treatment plants producing sludge, regardless of the origin of the wastewater involved in
the classification, management and use or disposal of sludge.

The EIA Guidelines is a handbook defining procedures for preparing ElAs and for
reviewing them, prepared for the benefit of the development partners, EIA consultants,
reviewers, and academicians.

ESIA of Kushtia Economic Zone

Applicable Permit and Requirement
Relevant as the country is vulnerable
to climate change effect.

Usage of energy efficient material,
green building techniques, reduction
of carbon foot prints etc.

Kushtia EZ will apply 3R strategy for
waste management.

Applicable to control air pollution.

Applicable for sludge management of
the project site.

The Guidelines provide a step-by-step

methodology for the completion of
EIA.
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3.7 Environment Management Framework

The EMF provides general policies, guidelines, codes of practice and procedures to be integrated
into the implementation of the project. It defines the steps, processes, and procedures for
screening, alternative analysis, assessment, monitoring and management. In addition, the EMF
will analyze environmental policies and legal regime of Bangladesh and international safeguard
policies as well as institutional and capacity assessment for environmental management. The
EMF is intended to be use as a practical tool during program formulation, design,
implementation, and monitoring the physical intervention of the project. The EMF will provide
guidance on pre-investment works/studies (such as environmental screening, environmental
assessment, environmental management plans, etc.), provide set of steps, process, procedure,
and mechanism for ensuring adequate level of environmental consideration and integration in
each investment in the project-cycle; and describes the principles, objectives and approach to
be followed to avoid or minimize or mitigate impacts.

3.8 Project Categorization

The MOoEFCC enacted the Bangladesh Environmental Conservation Act (BECA 1995) and the
Bangladesh Environmental Conservation Rules (BECR, 2023). The Environmental Conservation
Rules (ECR), 2023, the main subsidiary legislation of the BECA, provides specific rules and
procedures for various categories of projects to their approval before construction and
operation. In the ECR’23 various industries/projects in the country are classified into the
following categories depending on their environmental impacts.

(1) Green
(2) Yellow
(3) Orange
(4) Red

The Categorization list mentioned in ECR’23 is performed based on the activity. According to
Schedule-1 of the ECR’23 “Econ